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As human beings, we possess a 
unique ability to reflect on our own 
existence, and to wrestle with 
questions about the meaning of our 
lives.  These questions call us to 
reflect not only on the 
purpose of our existence 
and the nature of who we 
are, but also on how we got 
here in the first place and 
what happens to us when 
we die.  Where have we 
come from?  Where are we 
going?  What should we be 
doing while we are here?  
As Catholics, we realize 
that the answers to these 
questions lie not only in the 
things we can see, hear, 
taste, touch and smell here 
on this earth, but in 
understanding our relationship to 
God.  One of the greatest problems 
in our secular culture is the refusal to 
deal with questions of ultimate 
meaning and transcendence (God).  
A culture which refuses to deal with 
transcendence is left to find the 
meaning of life in the realities of this 
physical world.  Thus the things of 
this world (power, pleasure and 
possessions) become the center and 
purpose of our lives.  As Catholics, 
we reject such a superficial 
understanding of life.  Our search 
and our questioning take place on a 
much deeper level.  The concept of 
"stewardship" gives us an intellectual 
model to help us develop a 
satisfactory understanding of who we 
are, where we came from, where we 
are going, and how we should be 
living while we are here.  

Stewardship is a biblical model 
spanning the entire scripture from 
the first chapter of the book of 
Genesis through the end of the New 
Testament.  The basic concept is that 
we are stewards.  A steward is one 
who is put in charge of that which  

Pope John XXIII Parishioners exercising 
proper stewardship by sharing their 
time, talent and treasure to make 

sandwiches for the homeless. 

 

actually belongs to someone else, 
and is responsible to that person for 
the care and development of that 
over which they have been given 
stewardship. In the first chapter of 
Genesis, over the first six days, God 
creates the earth, sky, sea, and all 
that is in them.  Then he creates 
human beings in his own image and 
puts them in charge of all his 
creation.  "…Be fertile and multiply; 
fill the earth and subdue it.  Have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, the 
birds of the air and all the living 
things that move on the earth…"  
Then on the seventh day God rested 
because he now had us to look after 

his works – to be stewards of his 
creation.  What this means is that 
God has invited us to be "co-
creators" with him.  He has entrusted 
his creation to us, to be our home 
and to provide for our needs. We in 
turn are to care for God's gift and use 

it wisely.  All that we have is 
a gift from God; all that we 
are and do is for God (not 
just for ourselves).  
Nevertheless, we remember 
that by the third chapter of 
that same book of Genesis we 
encounter the story of 
original sin. Unfortunately 
we often claim God's gifts as 
our own and use them for 
selfish purposes.  We act not 
as good stewards who must 
someday give an accounting 
of our stewardship, but as if 
we answer only to ourselves.  

To live in sin is to live as if we are 
created in our own image and 
likeness rather than in the image and 
likeness of God. But thankfully the 
story of sin is not the last part of the 
tale, for after sin comes redemption.  
God has restored his image in us 
through the redemptive death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Not 
only that, but Christ has again asked 
us to be his stewards.  Not only 
stewards of creation, but also 
stewards of redemption.  Not only 
co-creators with God, but also co-
redeemers with Christ.  As in 
creation, when God called us to 
continue his work, "be fruitful and 
multiply …", so too in redemption, 
when Jesus told his disciples, "Go 
and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy 
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Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you."  Jesus 
used the image of a good steward 
many times in his teaching.  We 
would do well to reflect on this 
image as a way of understanding the 
meaning and purpose of our lives.  If 
we understand our lives in terms of 
being stewards of God' gifts, the way 
we live, the priorities we set, the way 
we use our time, talent and treasure 
will be radically different from those 
who try to find meaning only in the 
things of this world and who think 
that they answer only to themselves. 

†††††† 
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Sean and Rosie Cleary 
 and their children, Annie and Eamon 

Reporter:  How nice to meet you, 
Sean.  Thank you for setting aside 
time for this interview.  Since I know 
very little about you, we can start 
with a clean slate.  What I do know 
is you are a member of our Pastoral 
Council, and you have an Irish name. 
How is that for starters? 

Sean:  It is very nice to meet you 
too, Anonymous Reporter.  And 
before we go any farther, I want to 
assure you that your 'anonymity' is 
safe with me.   And yes, for starters, 
I am proud of my Irish heritage. 

Reporter:  Let's get to your 
involvement in the parish.  Is parish 
involvement new to you? 

Sean:   I have been involved in my 
other parishes, usually as a Lector.  
This is the most involved I have been 
in parish life.  We've been members 
of Pope John XXIII about three 
years, and we do love it because it's 
easy to do things.  As a member of 
Pastoral Council, I am liaison with 
the Christian Service and Social 
Concerns Commission.  This is an 
area that is near and dear to my 
heart, and something I really enjoy.  
What I love about being Catholic and 
working with this commission is 
how closely we're aligned to meet 
the needs of the poor and needy.  It's 
a great group of people!   

Reporter:  That is something!  And 
very Christ-like.  I am sincerely 
impressed!  So you have a strong 
desire to serve others? 

Sean:  We try.  Trying to take care of 
others is a theme that runs through 
our extended families. 

Reporter:  Remarkable!  What an 
amazing family characteristic.  We 
don't hear much about people drawn 
to serve others.  Tell me about your 
wife and children.   

Sean:  My wife, Rosie, is a beautiful 
person and the love of my life!  We 
have been married going on 19 
years.  We have two children, Anne, 
15, who is a sophomore at Fisher 
Catholic and Eamon, our 12 year old 
son, attends St. Mary's in Lancaster.  
What makes me proud is how our 
kids get along with each other—
they're the best of friends. 

Reporter: Do your children talk 
about what they may want to do with 
their life? 

Sean:  Anne has a real knack with 
kids, and helps out with the PSR 
program.  I could see her choosing a 
career where she could help children.  
She also talks about fashion design 
and writing.  Eamon, at 12, would 
like to be a chef or a comic writer.  
He's received some very basic 

culinary training volunteering for our 
Sandwich Saturdays. 

Reporter:  Sounds like you and 
Rosie and doing a fine job with your 
two great kids.  It is so nice to hear 
parents say the best friends of their 
children are one another.  Siblings 
are with us all of our life, so it's good 
if we love one another.  I don't know 
what it is about you, Sean, but I end 
up spouting life's truisms talking 
with you.  It must be that your drive 
to serve others appeals to my 
philosophical idealism.  So, do tell 
me more about the love-of-your-life, 
Rosie.  And you are the love of her 
life as well?    

Sean:  She makes me feel that way.  
It is easy for me to talk about Rosie.  
One of her most outstanding 
characteristics is that it is so easy to 
be her partner.  When I proposed to 
her, I had it set up so she would think 
we were meeting with some friends.  
Instead, I took her for a hot air 
balloon ride at Wolfe Park in 
Westerville.  We were up in the 
balloon when I proposed.  She had 
no inkling that I was going to 
propose that day, but I had her just 
where I wanted—if she said no, and 
rejected me, well, I would have 
thrown her overboard.  (Here we 
both laugh)  The rest is history.  
With Rosie, doing little things 
around the house means a lot to her.  
It shows her I'm thinking about her 
and love her.  It makes a difference 
in making the house run smoother.  
Both of our parents are exceptional 
people and have been terrific role 
models for our marriage.  Rosie's 
parents, the Kirwin's, were long-time 
members of St. Mary's Groveport.  
They now live at St. Theresa's on 
East Broad Street.  They have been 
married 65 years.  My parents, also 
alive, have been married 55 years, 
and are good Catholics as well.  
They live in Immaculate Conception 
parish, my home parish.  Rosie's 
parents and mine both share the same 
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values, and I think it shows in all of 
our families.  We are very blessed to 
still have our parents around.  They 
are very much a big part of our lives 
and our kids’ lives. 

Reporter:  What a romantic story!!  
So you are a romantic Irishman? 

Sean:  I try to be, but I could 
certainly do more in that regard and 
in so many other areas of my life.  I'd 
like to take Rosie for another hot air 
balloon ride when we celebrate our 
25th.   Or I'll come up with 
something else to do. 

Reporter:  You said you are very 
Irish.  Are you from a large family? 

Sean:  That's a fair question given 
that I am full Irish on both sides of 
my family.  And the answer is yes.  I 
am one of seven boys.  And Rosie is 
one of 13 children. 

Reporter:  Those are large families.  
Having seven boys must have been a 
real challenge to your mother.  (He 
smiles affirmatively) We just don't 
see many large families in our 
society today.  I understand the 
issues involved in limiting the 
number of children, but still, I do 
love to see large families.  And I'm 
not minimizing what it takes to care 
for such a family.  What's the best 
thing about being from a large 
family? 

Sean:  Our siblings and our cousins 
are good friends.  Rosie and I come 
from such large families that our 
social life is pretty much dominated 
by family functions.  We barely have 
time for our friends because there is 
always something going on within 
the family.  Our friends all mostly 
understand this.       

Reporter:  What kind of work does 
Rosie do?  What about you? 

Sean:  Rosie is a rehab nurse at Mt. 
Carmel West.  I am a Nursing Home 
Administrator at a Rehabilitation and 
Nursing Facility in Lancaster. 

Reporter:  Is this a non-profit 
operation?  What is its name? 

Sean:  The name of the facility is 
Lanfair Center.  It is a for-profit 
operation and it is owned by a very 
Catholic Cleveland family who 
expects the kind loving care our 
residents get. 

Reporter:  Well, Sean, do you see a 
lot of death?  Is a nursing home a 
gloomy environment?  The statistics 
show that most residents do not stay 
any longer than four years.  They 
usually die in that time, or get well 
enough to go home.  How would you 
discuss these issues with a lay 
person, like me? 

Sean:  Yes, we see more than our 
share of deaths.  We also have our 
fair share of patients who need short 
term rehab and when they get well, 
we do celebrate.  We stress the 
positive in every way we can, even 
when the residents are in their last 
stages of life.  One of the nice things 
we are able to do, with the blessings 
of our company's Director of 
Spiritual Care, who happens to be a 
Catholic sister, is offer a comfort cart 
and extra attention to the dying 
resident and those who love them.  
The cart contains beverages, snacks, 
lotions, reading materials, soothing 
music, etc.  We call the program 
Lasting Impressions.  We need to 
care for those who are dying in an 
especially caring way too. This is 
somewhat the opposite of first 
impressions, or what we create about 
ourselves when someone first meets 
us.  We try to focus on being positive 
and having good attitudes in our 
home because that's what people 
remember about us.  People need to 
feel cared about.  Not too long ago, 
we had one resident who was dying.  
I stopped in to see her, to see if there 
was anything else we could do for 
her or her family.  When I came into 
the room, the first thing she said to 
me was, 'Sean, do you see the 
angels?'  The look on her face was, 

well, it was beautiful.  A good death 
can be a very moving experience.  
Now as I think of that moment, I get 
goose bumps.  She died a very 
peaceful and serene death.  We can 
take much solace in that. 

Reporter:  What a fine 
recommendation you are for your 
Lanfair!  If I ever need rehab or other 
nursing services, I'll be sure to look 
up your facility.  For many of us, just 
hearing about a facility which 
emphasizes care and respect and 
love—it's uplifting and encouraging.  
I, for one, am so glad to hear you 
have a passion for the work you do 
in the nursing facility. May your 
numbers increase!  OK, next 
question.  Do you have a Walter 
Mitty fantasy?  Something you 
would like to do if money, time, 
talent were no obstacle? 

Sean:  There are some things Rosie 
and I will do sometime, so it is not a 
'fantasy' as such.  We both would 
love to travel the world—true, here 
you would need time and money.  
What I think Rosie and I will do at 
some stage in our life is join the 
Peace Corps, or Vista, or some such 
service organization.  Rosie, as a 
nurse, would be sorely sought after!  
As I said earlier, community service 
runs through our family.  Both of us 
have had family members who were 
in Peace Corps or Vista or other 
service organizations.  Rosie and I 
both would pick this as our 
wonderful fantasy, and we expect to 
make it come to pass, probably when 
we retire. 

Reporter:  How generous! It makes 
me want to cheer!  (A little pause)  
Do you have a pet peeve? 

Sean:  (Here he pauses and thinks 
for a bit) Yes, I do.  It is a peeve of 
mine when family members who are 
strangers gather around the bed of 
someone dying, with their sad faces.  
These are the same people who never 
came to visit them when they were 
stronger and eager for visitors.  An 
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offshoot of this is those people who 
missed out on much of the person's 
life but send flowers to their funeral.  
My mother always says 'give flowers 
to the living.  Don't wait until they 
have died!' 

Reporter:  How much I agree with 
you!!  How about something you 
know for sure?  You've often heard 
people say 'I may not know much but 
this I know for sure.' Or, put another 
way, do you have a soapbox? 

Sean:  (Here there is a longer pause) 
I'm kind of a mixed bag, myself.  
What I mean is that I am all for the 
sanctity of life.  I'm all for promoting 
justice and advocating for peace.  (In 
between these statements, Sean 
pauses)  Often times as Catholics we 
stress the sanctity of life and we do 
this by emphasizing birth.  I think 
sanctity of life needs to be honored 
from conception to the end of life.  
(Here he trails off, and there is 
silence.  A few minutes later, he 
picks up the subject of the soap box 
again, but with a difference.)   The 
other soap box I have is the lack of 
honesty and ethics in our world, 
especially from those who are 
entrusted to represent us in the 
government or at the corporate level.  
Some profess to be truthful and then 
they are indicted on criminal 
charges.  I'm looking forward to our 
restoring that old fashioned value of 
integrity.   

Reporter: Well, Sean, this is one of 
the issues I too am disturbed about in 
our culture.  We certainly have 
touched on the issues of the human 
condition and we could spend more 
time discussing these topics.  I don't 
want to take any more of your 
time—as enjoyable as this has been. 
We'll move on to another question, 
and this one will be the last.  Is there 
anything we may not know about 
you that you are willing to share? 

Sean:  Let's lighten this up.  I do 
have something you may not know 
about me.  I have a green belt which 

is the third level in Tae Kwon Do!!  
My son, Eamon, and I take these 
classes and we both have the green 
belt.  I have been taken to task by 
several six-year-olds as well as by 
my own son.  (Here we both smile 
and chuckle) 

Reporter:  Sean, this has been just 
great!  I have enjoyed getting to 
know you.  And perhaps sometime 
we will have an opportunity to visit 
again.  And, yes, without a doubt, I 
would love to meet your wife, Rosie, 
the love of your life and your 
children, and your mother-in-law. 
(Sean leads me into the kitchen 
where he introduces me to Rosie and 
Anne, and Eamon and Rosie's 
mother, whom I recognize from St. 
Mary's in Groveport) After some 
lighthearted conversation with the 
family, the Reporter and Sean 
conclude the interview. 
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In January 2006, the Pope John 
XXIII Christian Service and Social 
Concerns Commission launched the 
Sandwich Saturday program as a 
means of establishing a parish 
outreach to the less fortunate. The 
Christian Service and Social 
Concerns Commission, in step with 
the Bylaws of Pope John XXIII, 
promotes and coordinates programs 
that strive to extend the justice and 
charity of Christ in full measure, 
within our parish and the whole 
community. Sandwich Saturday is 
one such program. 

Sandwich Saturday involves many 
parishioners, their families, and 
friends.  Everyone gathers on the last 
Saturday of every month from 8:00-
9:00 a.m. in the parish social hall to 
assemble sandwiches to be 
transported to the St. Lawrence Food 
Pantry in downtown Columbus.   

St. Lawrence Haven is a food line 
and pantry assisting those in need in 

the greater Columbus area.  It was 
established in the former Holy Cross 
School building in 1958 and has 
been providing food supplies to the 
less fortunate ever since. I became 
familiar with St. Lawrence Haven 
through the works of my dad, Dick 
Cleary, who has been volunteering 
there on a weekly basis for years 
through Columbus Immaculate 
Conception’s St. Vincent DePaul 
Society. 

From the very beginning, various 
members of our parish commission, 
including Don Breekner, Regina 
McCollum, Kim Detwiler, Mike 
Forsythe, Dave Kossler, Jamie 
Muetzel, and Bob Zeman, along with 
numerous other parishioners, have 
been strongly committed to the 
success of Sandwich Saturday. 

Our first Sandwich Saturday in 
January 2006, involved eight 
parishioners assembling three 
hundred sandwiches. From its 
inception, Sandwich Saturday has 
blossomed into a very successful 
parish project.  

Over the past four months, we have 
eclipsed over one thousand 
sandwiches made each month.  We 
have been establishing new records 
each month for the number of 
sandwiches made. Just as important, 
we continue to add new 
“assemblers” to the mix every 
month.  Our most productive day yet 
was on February 24, 2007, when we 
had 26 adults and 14 youth 
volunteers make 1,410 sandwiches 
for the ”Haven!” 

The camaraderie that Sandwich 
Saturday has generated is beautiful 
to behold.  Everyone’s made to feel 
welcome as evidenced by our 
gathering of, among others, whole 
families, retirees, teenagers, and 
young children.  Despite vast 
differences in age and abilities, our 
assembly lines rival those at the most 
efficient fast food restaurants!   
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We conclude each Sandwich 
Saturday with everyone in 
attendance introducing themselves to 
the group and then fittingly pray the 
Lord’s Prayer to express our praise 
and gratitude to God for giving us 
this day our daily bread. 

So, if you’re looking for a very 
convenient way to assist those in 
need, please join us the last Saturday 
of each month as we make 
sandwiches for those in need. 

If you can’t come personally, we 
would appreciate your donations of 
bologna, wrapped cheese singles, 
bread, and zip-lock bags.   

Thanks so much to each of you who 
have been so devoted and committed 
to being such a big part of Sandwich 
Saturday. The generosity of this 
parish community is truly something 
special as evidenced by your 
response to Sandwich Saturday and 
other social concerns programs. 

 

Photos from Sandwich Saturday 
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As pastor and editor of the parish 
newsletter, it is my responsibility to 
preview the newsletter before it goes 
to the printer.  Unfortunately I did 
not read one of the articles in the last 
issue (Volume 7, Issue 1 – February, 
2007) closely enough to catch a 
rather serious problem.  In the article 
entitled "The Seven Sacraments of 
Secularism,” under the LIFE 
MATTERS heading, there is a 
reprint of a newspaper article titled, 
"Reaping the whirlwind of abortion.”  
In the first few paragraphs of that 
article there are comments that are 
clearly connected to partisan politics.  
The policy of our Diocese (as 
reiterated in a memo to all clergy, 
dated October 15, 2006) states in 
part that we are not to …engage in 
partisan politics … permit the church 
to be used for partisan purposes.  I 
apologize for the fact that I did not 
catch this conflict prior to 
publication.  Individuals, of course, 
have the right to agree or to disagree 
with the comments in the article, 
which was quoted in our newsletter.  
However, these comments are not 
endorsed by our parish or by any 
group or organization within our 
parish; they simply reflect the views 
of the author. 

�

 
 

WHAT’S COMING UP AT POPE 
JOHN XXIII?  DON’T MISS IT! 
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Friday, May 18, 2007 
 

Can you bake a pie, draft a will, sew 
a quilt, host a meal, mow a lawn, 
plant some flowers, baby-sit, give 
eldercare, give music or golf lessons; 
do you have theater tickets, 
homegrown goodies, a boat, a condo 
or timeshare—THEN THIS 
AUCTION IS FOR YOU! 
 

Please check the table in the 
Gathering Space for Donation Forms 
of Homemade Goods and Services 
for the Auction. Tickets for this 
event will go on sale April 14/15, 
2007. The ticket includes an 
opportunity to bid on all items as 
well as enjoy fancy hors d’oeuvres, 
beer, wine, soft drinks, coffee, and 
dessert. The Silent Auction will 
begin at 6:00 pm and the Live 
Auction begins at 8:00 pm 

 

 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  

Li thopolis and Canal Winchester VBS 

July 23-27, 2007 

Pope John XXIII  
 

Morning Session: 9:30-11:30 AM 
Evening Session:  6:30-8:30 PM 
 

Call the Church Office to help in 
either session  
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The Church recently celebrated the 
most holy days of the entire liturgical 
year. I am speaking, of course, about 
the Easter Triduum: Holy Thursday, 
Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil. 
(The Triduum is one long prayer 
connected by Morning Prayer and 
beginning with, “In the name of the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,” on 
Holy Thursday and ending with the 
solemn blessing at the Easter Vigil.) 

Let us take another look at those 
liturgies. 

The Triduum began with the 
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper. 
In our parish we started this 
celebration with the presentation of 
the Holy Oils. These oils, the Oil of 
the Sick, the Oil of Catechumens and 
the Sacred Chrism, were blessed on 
Tuesday of Holy Week by Bishop 
Campbell at the annual Chrism 
Mass. The oils were carried in the 
entrance procession by members of 
our parish who were connected with 
a particular oil. One person, who 
regularly brings the Eucharist to 
Catholic residents at Winchester 
Place Nursing home, carried the Oil 
of the Sick. A member of the RCIA 
process carried the Oil of 
Catechumens, and a student in this 
year’s Confirmation class carried the 
Sacred Chrism. 

The Mass itself recalled the 
institution of the Eucharist by Jesus 
at the Last Supper. What a gift! 
During this Mass, in imitation of 
Jesus, Monsignor Frecker washed 
the feet of several parish members. 
This action reminded all of us that 
we are to serve each other. ”For I 
have given you an example, that you 
should do as I have done to you.” 
(John 13:15) 

The Holy Thursday liturgy ended 
with a procession with the Blessed 
Sacrament to the place of reservation 

and the stripping of the altar. A 
period of quiet adoration before the 
Blessed Sacrament followed. 

Night Prayer completed this first of 
the Three Days (The Triduum). 

The second day of the Triduum, 
Good Friday, was the solemn 
commemoration of our Lord’s 
passion. The Church was in 
mourning, the altar was bare, the 
clergy, wearing red vestments, along 
with the servers processed in silence 
to the head of the aisle where the 
priest and deacon prostrated 
themselves on the floor for several 
moments of silent prayer. Then the 
first part of the Liturgy, the Liturgy 
of the Word, began. The 
proclamation of the gospel according 
to John was the high point of this 
section of the Liturgy. 

Next, the veiled cross was carried in 
procession to the front of the church. 
After the unveiling of the cross, all 
were invited to come forward to 
venerate the cross. This was done as 
a sign of reverence to the actual 
cross on which Christ gave His life 
for our salvation. 

The Good Friday Liturgy ended with 
a simple service of Holy 
Communion. 

The third day of the Triduum, the 
Easter Vigil, is always the greatest 
celebration of the Church year. This 
beautiful liturgy began with a brief 
service of light. This service 
included the blessing of the New 
Fire, the procession with the Easter 
Candle, representing Christ our 
Light, and the singing of the Easter 
Proclamation. 

Next was a prolonged Liturgy of the 
Word, retelling the history of 
salvation. Years ago, our pastor 
wrote short commentaries, which 
connected all the readings into one 
story. I have always felt these 
comments made the Easter Vigil 
readings much easier to understand. 

The Liturgy of Baptism followed the 
readings. Those in the RCIA process 
received the first two Sacraments of 
Initiation—Baptism and 
Confirmation. Those of us who have 
already been initiated were given the 
opportunity to renew our baptismal 
promises. 

The final part of the Easter Vigil was 
the Liturgy of the Eucharist. Those 
who were baptized and confirmed 
received the Body and Blood of 
Christ for the first time. For all of us 
it was a great joy to welcome these 
new members to the table of the 
Eucharist. 

We were sent forth from this 
celebration with the solemn Easter 
dismissal, “The Mass is ended, go in 
peace. Alleluia, Alleluia!” 

As has been our custom, after the 
Vigil, a reception for the neophytes 
(the newly initiated) was held in the 
parish hall. 

The celebration of the Easter 
Triduum is the Church’s liturgy at its 
best. If you were not able to attend 
this year, mark your calendars now 
for 2008, March 20, 21, 22. You will 
be doing yourself a favor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See Next Page for more Triduum 
Photos 
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If you have attended the 8:30 Mass 
this past year, you have probably 
noticed a group of people being 
called forward after the homily. 
Prayers are said over them and then 
they are sent out. Who are they, 
where do they go, what do they do 
and why? And what does all this 
have to do with 8:30 Mass and you? 

  What was just described is called 
the Dismissal. The people are 
preparing to be baptized or received 
into the Catholic Church. They are in 
the RCIA—The Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults. Last fall, these 
people began inquiring or asking 
questions about the Catholic faith, 
God, salvation and life in general in 
order to discern where God was 
leading them in their faith life. Some 
of them have never been baptized, 
some are of other religious 
denominations and some may have 
been baptized Catholic but received 
no training.  Satisfied that God is 
calling them to the Catholic faith, 
they ask to start formation in the Rite 
of Becoming a Catechumen, if they 
are unbaptized or the Rite of 
Welcoming if they have been 
baptized. You may have seen this 
last December when they were 
greeted at the door of the Church and 
asked what they were hoping for. 
Their answer was faith and baptism 
and the support of the community—
You. At this point they became 
Catechumens and Candidates. 
Catechumen is an ancient term for 
those learning about the faith. Look 
in an old missal and you will find the 
Mass was divided into two parts—
the Mass of the Catechumens and the 
Mass of the Faithful—the Liturgy of 
the Word and the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist as it is known today. 
Because the Catechumens could not 
yet partake of the Eucharist, they 
were dismissed or sent forth after the 

Mass of the Catechumens. Today, 
we do the same except they are sent 
with a member of the church to study 
the scriptures of the day in order to 
grow in their knowledge of God, 
Christ and his church and plan of 
salvation. They continue to meet 
after Mass for another hour and a 
half to study scripture, the teachings 
of the Church and to pray and share 
their faith. Each one has a 
parishioner as a sponsor, a mentor 
and companion who is part of the 
catechetical sessions and stands with 
them at each ritual. Each week, when 
they are dismissed, you pray for 
them. They are very aware of your 
prayers and count on them. 

 On the First Sunday of Lent, you 
saw them called forward and heard 
their sponsors testify that they have 
seen their faith and commitment 
grow. Monsignor proclaimed they be 
sent to the bishop and you approved 
with your applause. At the Rite of 
Election, the bishop also hears 
testimony and calls them to be 
enrolled, to sign their names in the 
book of the Elect or to bring forward 
a copy of their baptismal record as a 
sign of their commitment. Then the 
bishop instructs them to spend Lent 
preparing for the Sacraments at 
Easter through prayer and examining 
their lives to grow even closer to 
Christ and living as he showed us. 
They are helped with this through the 
Scrutinies, special readings and 
prayers on the third, fourth and fifth 
Sundays of Lent, and a retreat before 
Holy Week. After the retreat, there 
are no more dismissals. During Holy 
Week, the Elect and Candidates are 
encouraged to attend all liturgies to 
prepare for the Easter Vigil. At the 
Easter Vigil, they will be baptized, or 
profess their faith, be confirmed and 
receive Eucharist for the first time. 
The community will welcome them 
afterward with a reception. Now they 
are Neophytes, new ones, full 
members of the Church and the 
community. Following Easter, they 

enter the period of Mystagogia in 
which they continue to meet and 
reflect on their experience of the 
Sacraments, their faith life and their 
ministry in the community. The 
Bishop invites them to celebrate with 
him on Pentecost with a special Mass 
of the Neophytes and a reception.  

 What has this to do with you? You 
are the community. Through the 
RCIA you are enriched with new 
members. You are called to welcome 
and support these new members as 
they come into the Church. At some 
point you may be asked to serve as a 
sponsor. It is a commitment. You 
would walk weekly with a 
Catechumen or Candidate for close 
to a year and hopefully continue to 
share a friendship for many years. 
We hope that you would prayerfully 
consider if God is calling you to do 
this.  

A larger role you could be asked to 
serve is on the team of members who 
act as catechists for the dismissals 
and sessions. They take a special 
responsibility for the formation of 
the new members. This year, eight 
people worked together to plan and 
carry out the formation along with 
Monsignor and Deacon. They are 
already thinking in terms of next 
year.   

Lastly, you are called to two 
important roles. First, pray for them 
and share your faith by the way you 
live. Second, be aware and outgoing 
to someone who might be interested 
in looking into the faith. The reason 
most people give for their coming 
into the Church is the outreach and 
example of a Catholic—that’s you! 

 
 

 

 
Don’t miss Photos from Pope John 
XXIII Mid-Winter Party’s Sock Hop 

on the next page! 
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Crossword Solution 

�

�

Sayings of Mother Teresa 
 
Speak tenderly to them. Let there be kindness in your 
face, in your eyes, in your smile, in the warmth of your 
greeting.  Always have a cheerful smile. Don't only 
give your care, but give your heart as well. 
 
 
It is not how much we do, but how much love we put in 
the doing. It is not how much we give, but how much 
love we put in the giving. 

 
Holiness does not consist in doing extraordinary things.  
It consists in accepting, with a smile, what Jesus sends 
us.  It consists in accepting and following the will of 
God. 
 
 
Every human being comes from the hand of God, and 
we all know something of God’s love for us.  Whatever 
our religion, we know that if we really want to love, we 
must first learn to forgive before anything else. 

 

Prayer makes your heart bigger, until it is capable of 
containing the gift of God himself. 
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View all the Newsletter photos in color on the parish Internet web site. 
Go to “http://www.popejohnxxiiiparish.com” and select the Newsletters tab. 
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