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As I was filing the last issue of the 
parish newsletter, I realized that the 
file was beginning to get pretty fat.  I 
noticed that the first issue was dated 
November 2000.  Not bad 
considering the parish didn’t even 
exist until June 2000.  I couldn’t 
resist reminiscing a little, so I took 
the time to look over the past issues 
– what great fun.  I thought it might 
be fun for you as well to look back 
over the last six years.  For those of 
you who have been members of Pope 
John XXIII since the beginning, it 
may provide an enjoyable memory 
or two, and for those of you who 
have joined the parish more recently, 
it might provide a little information 
about the history of the parish, and 
how it all started. 

The story actually begins in March 
of 2000, when I was Pastor of St. 
Peter parish in Chillicothe Ohio.  I 
was working at my desk one 
morning when the phone rang, and 
my secretary said it was Bishop 
Griffin calling for me.  He told me 
that he had decided to form a new 
parish in the Canal 
Winchester/Lithopolis area and that 
he wanted me to be the founding 
Pastor.  He asked if I could join him 
for lunch at 12:00 that day to discuss 
the details.  I said, “Yes Bishop.” as I 
looked at my watch, which said 
11:00 am.  I remember that most of 
the conversation that day was about 
what I would have to do over the 
next few months just to get started. 

When I got home I began to list all 
the things I could think of that 

needed to be accomplished to 
actually form a new parish from 
scratch.  As the list grew and grew, I 
began to prioritize the items 
chronologically, so that the task did 
not seem so overwhelming.  Within a 
couple of weeks, I actually had a 
five-step plan in place.  I am happy 
to say that we are currently in the 
early stages of part five of that plan.  
I want to share that plan with you 
today, and reminisce a little about 
how it all came to be. 

Part one of my plan was simply to 
“GET THE CHURCH ON PAPER.”  
Much of this work took place before 
I met any of you and before we ever 
came together for worship.  Some of 
the things that were done during this 
time were: establishing geographical 
boundaries for the parish, selecting a 
name for the parish, deciding which 
Vicariate the parish would belong to, 
which Catholic High School(s) we 
would be a feeder parish to, and 
many other issues that were required 
by Cannon Law.  By late May of 
2000 much of this work had been 
done and I presented the Bishop’s 
proposal to form the new parish to 

the Presbyteral Council of the 
Diocese.  The actual canonical 
decree of erection was issued June 
15, 2000, and at that point we had a 
“CHURCH ON PAPER.” 

The second part of my plan was to 
“GATHER THE CHURCH.”  As 
you know the church is not just a 
decree on paper, but rather the 
people of God, who form the body of 
Christ.  Just trying to identify this 
people – the Catholics living within 
the parish boundaries, and 
developing a mailing list was a 
massive undertaking.  But a list was 
developed, invitations, and periodic 
updates were mailed, town hall 
meetings were held, parishioners 
were registered, and we gathered for 
worship in late July 2000.  Worship 
is the most important thing we do as 
a parish, but it is not the only thing 
we do.  Because of this, I tried to 
start as many parish ministries, 
programs, and activities as fast as I 
could so that our community would 
feel like a real parish.  For instance, 
even though first worship was only 
in late July, we began Pre-school and 
Kindergarten P. S. R. had a High 
School Youth Group gathering as 
early as September 2000.  We also 
had our first parish picnic in 
September 2000.  As I mentioned 
earlier, we had a parish newsletter by 
November 2000.  By the following 
February we had our first mid-winter 
party, and by March we started small 
group faith sharing in the parish.  
These are only a few of the many 
things we did as we first came 
together.   My strategy was the same 
in the formation of all these things.  I 
would go to someone in the parish 
and say, “How would you like to 
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help with the formation of …? Here 
is a list of all the people who have 
expressed an interest in helping 
with…”  Then after helping to get 
them launched on that project, I 
would move on to recruit someone to 
start the next project.  And so within 
less than a year of that first phone 
call from Bishop Griffin we had 
actually “GATHERED THE 
CHURCH.” 

I had great help in all this not only 
from volunteer parishioners, but also 
from our excellent staff.  Regina 
Hrytzik, our Administrative 
Assistant who was hired on June 10, 
2000, has been with us form the 
beginning, as has Wanda Schwallie, 
our Music Director, who was hired 
on July 15, 2000.  Our Deacon (and 
Pastoral Assistant) Roger Pry has 
been here almost as long, as Bishop 
Griffin assigned him to the parish on 
April 1, 2001. 

By early 2001, we were poised to 
begin the third part of my plan that 
was to “ORGANIZE THE 
CHURCH.”  Up till now everything 
had been done on a more or less “ad 
hoc” basis.  To really function 
properly as a church, we had to 
develop the organizational structures 
to promote lay leadership and 
collaborative ministry.  In February 
of 2001 we had a town hall meeting 
to lay out the need to establish a 
Parish Council and its various 
Commissions.  Over the next few 
months, we conducted an extensive 
educational effort to reinforce in all 
our parishioners, an understanding of 
and appreciation for the realities 
necessary to incorporate into our 
community the structures of lay 
leadership – discernment, 
collaboration, consensus decision-
making, and servant leadership.  We 
held our first discernment evening on 
May 9, 2001 and began our Council 
and Commission meetings in June 
2001.  Through these groups, which 
have been active ever since, we have 

been able to “ORGANIZE THE 
CHURCH.” 

The fourth part of my original plan 
was to “BUILD THE CHURCH A 
HOME.”  To accomplish this, a 
Campus Planning Committee was 
formed in May of 2001, and 
presented the results of their work to 
the parish in the form of a long range 
Master Plan for our parish on 
February 10, 2002.  A Building 
Planning Committee for Phase One 
was established on April 1, 2002, 
and presented the schematic design 
of our current building to the parish 
on August 25, 2002.  This group was 
then transformed into a smaller 
Building Committee that took the 
project through the construction 
phase.   Work on the building was 
completed by early May of 2004, 
and Bishop Griffin blessed the 
worship space, and celebrated the 
first Mass in our new facility on May 
13, 2004.  And so now “THE 
CHURCH HAS A HOME.” 

Way back in March of 2000, I knew 
that as a parish family we would 
probably get pretty distracted with 
the administrative realities of 
construction and debt reduction, so I 
envisioned a fifth and final part to 
my original plan.  After this fifth part 
was accomplished, I figured we 
could truly say that we had fully 
established a new parish.  And what 
was this fifth part of the plan be you 
might ask?  It was this – “TO 
REFOCUS THE CHURCH ON 
THE SPIRITUAL LIFE.” 

 The church is not the building, it is 
the people, and the people have to be 
about the work of the Lord.  This 
year as you know we are beginning a 
three-year spiritual renewal process 
called RENEW.  I encourage you to 
participate as fully as possible in all 
the various aspects of RENEW.  For 
if we are not focused on the mission 
of Christ, if we are not about the 
work of the Lord, if we are not 
constantly seeking spiritual growth 

and renewal, then all the rest that has 
been accomplished will have been 
for naught.   †† 
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Edward and Wendy Babcock 
 and their sons, Colin and Jared 

Reporter:  Hi Wendy.  I certainly  
appreciate your time for this 
interview.  It is a great pleasure to 
interview you.  I often see you and 
your children at Mass, sometimes 
with your mom or your dad, Patsy 
and Terry Moore.  We want to know 
more about you – that is, in addition 
to your being President of 
Administration Council and a 
member of Pastoral Council.  We 
can start anywhere you want, so let’s 
start with how you became involved 
in Parish life. 

Wendy:  I was not always involved 
in my parish.  I am now surprised at 
myself for the level of my 
involvement in Pope John XXIII.  
It's the guidance of the Holy Spirit.   
Really, I think it is more like the 
Holy Spirit found me.  I really enjoy 
my involvement and it is very 
rewarding to me.  

Reporter:  Were you always a good 
Catholic?     

Wendy:   My religious faith has and 
is always an important part of my 
life.  I grew up in a Catholic home 
and my parents were always regular 
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churchgoers and always involved in 
the parish life.  So, from that 
perspective, I had their good 
example to follow.     

Reporter:  And your husband, Ed, is 
he involved too?   

Wendy:  My husband, Ed, is not 
Catholic.  But he sometimes attends 
church with us.  He really enjoys the 
social life of our parish, and feels 
very comfortable.  He likes working 
with wood and when we had church 
in the high school, Ed made the book 
stand for the Missal at Mass, and the 
Baptismal Font. 

Reporter:  I believe I remember 
hearing that about him. Very 
generous of him.  Where does Ed 
work? 
 
Wendy:  Ed works at Murray's Tool 
and Rental—with the rest of the 
family.  I work there Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday so I can 
spend Tuesday and Thursdays with 
my sons, Jared and Colin.  It is my 
parents' company, Terry and Patsy 
Moore's, and mom was a Murray. 
Mom and Dad bought the business 
from Mom's parents but my parents 
have expanded it and developed it so 
that it is more than a mom-and-pop 
rental place.  They have done a 
wonderful job with the company. 

Reporter:  How did you and Ed 
meet?  And was it love and first 
sight? 

Wendy:  Yes, it was love at first 
sight, certainly for me and I hope so 
for Ed.  We met at Franklin 
University.  I had gone to Wright 
State for a couple of years and then 
transferred to Franklin where I 
earned a BS in Business 
Management and Marketing.  Ed 
also earned the same degrees at 
Franklin, and in addition, he has a 
BS as Funeral Director and a BS in 
Embalming, each is a separate 
degree. 

Reporter:  What an interesting field.  
And I don't mean that facetiously.  I 
have a lot of questions I'd like to ask 
Ed sometime about the funeral 
business.  Does he like the funeral 
business? 

Wendy:  Yes, he does.  I think if the 
right opening came along with the 
right kind of funeral home, I do think 
Ed would be interested.  He doesn't 
actively pursue this, but neither is he 
indifferent to the possibilities of 
working again in the funeral 
business.  He does work part time for 
Egan-Ryan.  He did get named by 
FEMA as a Catastrophic Embalming 
and Funeral Director. This enables 
him to embalm bodies in times of 
natural disasters, such as Katrina.  
This is quite a feather in his cap, and 
he is proud of his designation. 

Reporter:  How long have you and 
Ed been married? 

Wendy:  We have been married 11 
years May 20th.  We dated for about 
three (3) years so we knew each 
other very well.  I strongly 
recommend that.  (A good chuckle.)  
One of Ed's traits that I most enjoy is 
his ability to make me laugh.  He 
still can, after all these years.  
(Another good laugh). 

Reporter:  Tell me something you 
know for sure? 

Wendy:  Just off the top of my head?  
Well, I hope this doesn't sound too 
self-serving but I know I'm a darn 
good mom.  And a good wife.  What 
kind of mom I am is the most 
important job I will have in my 
whole life.  Nothing compares.  I 
really love just where I am in my 
life.  I love being a mother and wife.  
I never want to have my boys hurry 
and grow up.  I enjoy every stage, 
and every day with them. I am very 
contented with the quality of my life.  
I have everything I need. 

Reporter:  No signs of 'desperate 
housewife' here!  I'm surprised, just a 

little bit then, that you are not a stay-
at-home mom. 

Wendy:  I always preferred business, 
and that's the field in which I earned 
my degree.  A family nearly always 
needs a second income, even if it is 
part time work.  When I was at 
Franklin, I worked as a Research 
Analyst, which I enjoyed, but it was 
still not the 'business' work that I was 
looking for.  Murray's Tool had a 
position and I accepted it.       

Reporter:  Now, was that love at 
first sight? 

Wendy:  (A hearty laugh!)  Working 
for family has many upsides, that is 
for sure.  There are also some down 
sides.  It is hard to keep separate 
your personal life from your business 
life.  And my mom, she's my best 
friend too.  And I can tell her 
anything.  So, it can be a mixed bag, 
a mixed blessing.  But for the most 
part, it is a good working 
relationship. 

Reporter:  I know a little about 
family-owned businesses and when 
they work, they are wonderful.  And 
when they don't, it's a mess.  So what 
do you like best about our parish? 

Wendy:  That's an easy question, 
with pretty simple answer.  What I 
like about our parish is how many 
friends I have made.  And these are 
friends you hug, every time you see 
them.  I see a lot of hugs before and 
after Mass, and it is really nice.  
Additionally, I feel like I belong.  
That is a great comforting feeling.  I 
want my children to grow up and 
experience this as their parish life.  
In my other parish, there was not 
much hugging and you didn't feel 
close to your fellow parishioner, not 
like you do at Pope John XXIII. 

Reporter:  How about a Walter 
Mitty fantasy?  If you could be 
anything - money and talent no 
obstacle - what would you be? 
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Wendy:  I told you I am very content 
in my life.  BUT as far as a Walter 
Mitty fantasy? I would love to be on 
Broadway, in a musical. Feel the 
lights, smell the greasepaint, and 
hear the applause!  Can I have more 
than one fantasy?  (I nod yes).  I 
would love to be a travel agent.  I 
love to travel, and I wish I could 
make this trip to Italy with our 
parish.  I would love to go to Italy!  
If I had to choose only one place to 
visit, it would be Italy!  Ed and I 
both love to travel, and while I am in 
no hurry for my boys to grow up, 
sometime, maybe when we retire, Ed 
and I will go to Italy. I could not pick 
just one city in Italy either.  I want to 
see them all. I love shoes, and Italy is 
the place where they make the most 
elegant shoes.  I'd be in my glory 
there.  You said I could have more 
than one, right?  (Again, I nod yes.)  
Another wish is to work with kids.  I 
just love working with boys and I 
would love to help out boys with 
their schoolwork, like tutoring them. 

Reporter:  Did you ever think of 
becoming a schoolteacher?  Would 
this cover your desire to work with 
kids? 

Wendy:  Not exactly.  I thought 
about teaching school but I know 
that's not for me.  Actually, I like 
working with boys.  Perhaps that is 
because of my own sons and how 
much I enjoy interacting with them.  
I kind of think I have a knack with 
boys. 

Reporter:  We're getting down to 
the last few questions.  Anything 
about you we may not know that 
you'd like to share with us? 

Wendy:  I have no big secrets, 
nothing like a double life.  Nothing 
that exciting.  But I like country 
music.  I like fun!!(Here we both 
laugh because you can see fun in her 
face.)  I want to travel, but I already 
said that.  I love the Carolinas.  It 
would be nice if someday when we 
retire, we would have a vacation 

home in the Carolinas.  I wouldn't 
want to live there full time.  I want to 
live where my boys are.  What sums 
me up is that I go with the flow.  
Few things upset me. 

Reporter:  What a wonderful 
disposition.  Do you have a 'pet 
peeve'? 

Wendy:  Yes!  Those Michigan 
fans!! (Again, we both laugh.)  Just a 
joke.  Really, my pet peeve is 
someone using my bath towel.  Just 
ask Ed!!  To me, it is just as bad as if 
someone used my toothbrush.  Pretty 
bad, in my book. 

Reporter: Anything else I didn't ask 
that you'd like to share? 

Wendy:  There is something I feel 
strongly about.  That is, always try to 
see the situation, or problem, or 
whatever from the other person's 
point of view.  Even if it is 
something negative or something I 
disapprove.  I don't know where or 
how I learned this, but I think this is 
one of the most important things I 
can teach my boys. 

Reporter:  How wonderful!  To 
have a truly open mind—it is very 
hard to find.  Most of us like to think 
we are open-minded  Truly 
exceptional.  Anything else you want 
to add? 

Wendy:  I wish I could get others in 
our age group to be more active in 
our parish.  I think they think it will 
be all work, etc.  It is very 
rewarding, and enjoyable.  Maybe 
someone who is reading this will 
think about becoming more active. 

Reporter:  What a wonderful wish!  
Maybe that will happen and you will 
have influenced some other young 
families to become more active.  
Such a wonderful time interviewing 
you.  You are so much fun and so 
easy to laugh with.  You are 
wonderful to be with. We, your 
fellow parishioners, and I are so 
happy to have you in our parish 

community, and thank you sincerely 
for your service.  And with that, 
Wendy and the Reporter concluded 
the interview. 
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In an extraordinary and prophetic 
newspaper column, Rockford's 
Bishop Thomas Doran tells us what 
God really thinks of "abortion, 
buggery, contraception, divorce, 
euthanasia, feminism of the radical 
type, and genetic experimentation 
and mutilation."  Read on: 

Reaping the whirlwind of 
abortion 
I want to touch on this matter before 
we get too close to the November 
madness. As human beings, as 
citizens of a “first world country,” as 
Americans, and as Catholics, most 
importantly, we have to take count of 
the circumstances in which we live. 
We know that the only creatures of 
God that outlast time are those 
created having intellect and will. All 
other things, with the passage of 
time, break up or break down. 

Many of the issues that confront us 
are serious, and we know by now 
that the political parties in our 
country are at loggerheads as to how 
to solve them. We know, for 
instance, that adherents of one 
political party would place us 
squarely on the road to suicide as a 
people. 

The seven “sacraments” of their 
secular culture are abortion, buggery, 
contraception, divorce, euthanasia, 
feminism of the radical type, and 
genetic experimentation and 
mutilation. These things they 
unabashedly espouse, profess and 
promote. Their continuance in public 
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office is a clear and present danger to 
our survival as a nation. 

Since the mid-1940s we have been 
accustomed to look askance at 
Germans. They were protagonists of 
the Second World War and so 
responsible for fifty million deaths. 
We say, “How awful,” and yet in our 
country we have, for the most part, 
allowed the party of death and the 
court system it has produced to 
eliminate, since 1973, upwards of 
forty million of our fellow citizens 
without allowing them to see the 
light of day. They have done their 
best to make ours a true culture of 
death. No doubt, we shall soon 
outstrip the Nazis in doing human 
beings to death. 

I do not think that we should spend a 
great deal of time in lamentation 
over the children whose lives have 
been snuffed out by the barbaric 
practice of therapeutic abortion. 
They passed from their lives quickly 
in this world and have gone into the 
hands of the Lord of Life and Mercy 
for all eternity. We must make it 
clear too, that many who have sought 
to have practiced on themselves 
therapeutic abortion are in many 
instances driven to it by persons 
heedless of their welfare, or by well-
meaning but inept parents or 
guardians who regard abortion as a 
solution and not as what it is — an 
immense problem. There are some, I 
think few, largely given over to 
immoral lives who regard abortion as 
a good, but their number is not great. 

What we have to remember is that 
violence breeds violence. When we 
tolerate unjust attacks upon the 
tiniest innocents among us, we 
habituate ourselves to violence. And 
so we have allowed these barbaric 
practices to corrupt our laws, our 
medical practice, and even our 
ordinary lives. How accustomed we 
have become to the immense loss of 
life in our wars throughout the 
world! Those who have killed 

millions under their mother’s hearts 
cannot be expected to balk at a mere 
few thousand killed in Afghanistan, 
in Iraq, in Somalia, in Darfur, in 
Bosnia, in Madrid, in London, in 
Baghdad, in Beirut, in Washington, 
in New York. The violence of 
abortion coarsens the lives of all of 
us. 

Once it was said, “... for all who take 
the sword will perish by the sword.” 
(Matthew 26:52) So we see the rise 
in the number of predations among 
youth, even among the youngest, the 
rise of domestic violence. We speak 
of road rage as a common thing. It is 
true what the theologians have said, 
that sin darkens the intellect, and 
weakens the will. 

Having sown the wind of abortion 
we now reap the whirlwind. This 
appears in every quarter of our 
culture and on every day. And that 
just from the first of the “sacraments 
of death” of our secular human 
culture.  

The toleration of sexual perversions 
among inverts, widespread 
contraception, easy access to “no 
fault” divorce, the killing of the 
elderly, radical feminism, embryonic 
stem cell research — all of these 
things defile and debase our human 
nature and our human destiny. 
Should we cry out with the prophet 
“To the mountains, ‘Cover us,’ and 
to the hills, ‘Fall on us’” (Hosea: 
10:8), lest other peoples see and, 
God forbid, imitate us? 

I ran across, in one parish, prayers of 
the faithful with the intention that 
“we pray for those who work and 
demonstrate for the cause of life and 
the unborn, the aged and the 
defected, that they may persevere in 
spite of the ridicule they receive 
sometimes, even from pastors and 
priests.” I shudder to think that might 
be true. We know from the sad 
experience of recent years that some 
Catholics (even among priests) are 
so warped and perverted from their 

Catholic vocation, that they are 
capable of enormities. But, they 
should know that it was no prelate or 
bishop or pope that said, “Suffer the 
little children to come to me and do 
not hinder them” (Matthew 19:14). 
The Invisible Head of the Church 
will one day come to judge the living 
and the dead and the world by fire, 
particularly those who have either by 
acts of omission or commission, 
destroyed innocent human life. 

It is the duty of every Catholic to 
support the work of the parish Pro-
Life directors and commissions and 
to work for the extirpation from our 
society of all those who in any way 
foster or promote these things. I 
wholeheartedly endorse the activities 
of our Pro-Life Office in the sure and 
certain knowledge that divine justice 
will not allow those who act against 
human life to prosper. 

These unholy sacraments of our 
secular culture are the seeds of the 
destruction of our nation. 

Think for yourself: what nation that 
kills its young, perverts marriage, 
prevents new life, and destroys the 
family, kills those deemed useless, 
makes the war of the sexes into a real 
war, and manipulates the genetic 
basis of human nature, can long 
endure? 
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I would like to share with you some 
information about the Nursery and 
tell you about some new things we 
are doing. 

The nursery is offered at the 8:30, 
10:15 and Noon Masses and during 
both PSR sessions for children ages 
6 months to 4 years old.  

We are fortunate enough that we 
have many wonderful volunteers 
who work in the nursery.  All 
volunteers, including myself, have 
attended a seminar sponsored by the 
diocese called Protecting God’s 
Children. This program is designed 
to heighten our awareness of abuse 
and limit our risk. We have all 
undergone background checks and 
have been finger printed. 

All volunteers will all be wearing 
name tags so they can be easily 
identified. 

All important nursery information 
will be posted on a bulletin board in 
the nursery. There you will find a list 
of all the volunteers and the schedule 
we will be working. There will also 
be a list of the upcoming activities 
that we will be doing. 

Our goal is to make the nursery a fun 
and safe place for your children to 
be. We will be having weekly 
activities in the nursery to keep the 
children occupied such as a small 
crafts and games.  There will be 
weeks when we will be listening and 
dancing to music. 

We hope that you will join in the fun  

However, if you chose not to use the 
nersury for your children, your 
children are welcome to attend 
church with you.  

My youngest daughter is a big 
mommy’s girl and will not stay 
anywhere without me, so I’ve been 
bringing her to church. 

 
Jennifer and Mike Koehler with their 

daughters, Abigail, Grace and Madelyn 

Parents like me who bring small 
children into church bear a special 
responsibility not to disturb those 
who are celebrating Mass. 

When a child cries out or talks 
during church, which they will do 
because they are children, it is O.K. 
However, you should take them to 
the gathering space where Mass can 
still be heard, but where you can 
console them or talk to them without 
disturbing anyone.  Once they have 
settled, you can bring them back into 
the worship space. 

As I mentioned before, my daughter 
has a bit of separation anxiety, so I 
know what that’s like leaving your 
child while they cry. I want to be 
able to help with that.  I will be here 
from 8 A.M. until 1 P.M. every 
Sunday so I would like the chance to 
get to know your children and earn 
their trust so both they and you may 
feel comfortable using the nursery if 
need be.  

If you have any questions or 
concerns about the nursery, my 
name, number and email address are 
available from the Parish Office. I’d 
be happy to hear from you. 
 
 

 
 

WHAT’S COMING UP AT POPE 
JOHN XXIII – DON’T MISS IT! 

 

 
 
 

Mid-Winter Sock Hop 

50’s Style Theme 

Adult Only Party 

Friday, February 16th  

7:00 – 11:00 p.m. 

 

DJ, Contests, Food and Drink 

Bring a side dish or dessert and a two 
litter bottle of Pop 

 

************ 

 
2nd Season of Renew begins 
February 18th – March 25th  

 

Give the gift that you are! 

Receive the gift of a deeper faith and 
peace! 

Please join us this Lenten Season.
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Highlights from 
Pope John XXIII 
trip to Italy 2006 
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View all the Newsletter photos in color on the parish Internet web site. 
Go to “http://www.popejohnxxiiiparish.com” and select the Newsletters tab. 
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